Central Florida Lifestyle magazine

Journalism Internship description
What We Are Looking For:

We are looking for interns that are interested in local feature writing. Our goal is to have interns write at least two stories each month for publication. 

Interns should have a good working knowledge of AP style and enthusiasm for community organizations, people and events. 

All students will be expected to meet strict deadlines and be self-starters that need little work supervision. A highly organized student who likes to write -- and is good at it -- will do well in this internship. 

There may be some need for attending evening and weekend events, but most work is done during regular work hours. Work is story research, feature writing, fact-checking, photo captioning, helping with monthly calendar and some filing and tracking of photos. Occasionally interns also will be asked to make deliveries of magazines or photo materials.

The focus of this internship will be coming up with great story ideas, interviewing sources and writing fun, informative stories about our community.

What We Do:

Our aim is micro-local stories for Orlando and surrounding areas. Take a look at our magazine online at www.centralfloridalifestyle.com to get a better feel for our readership, style and departments. We do not do investigative stories, big-picture stories (unless we can show a specific, local angle) or straight news stories. We may take a bigger issue like going green and write about a family or a non-profit or a city service in Longwood or Windermere that is going green: That's micro local. We don't give free advertising. So a story on a great shop or product made locally is not our thing.  A small store that is involved in the community may get featured, but not for the business. We want our stories to focus on a business’ charity work instead. All our stories are positive. We do not publish exposés.

Who We Are: 

Central Florida Lifestyle, a VS Publishing publication, is a local publishing company with a total circulation of 80,000.

We have four editions of our magazine with 4 different editions. They are as follows: Central edition, which covers the areas of College Park, Winter Park, Downtown, and Maitland.  Southwest edition, which covers the areas of Dr. Phillips, MetroWest, and Windermere. North edition, which covers the areas of Longwood, Altamonte Springs, Lake Mary, Heathrow and Sanford. East edition, which covers the areas of Waterford Lakes, Lake Nona, and Avalon  Park. Stories from non-titled communities in the Orlando area such as Casselberry, Apopka, Oviedo, etc. are not out of the question but are not common. Regional stories from Daytona to Tampa are rare, but may be considered if they have strong editorial interest and value to the Central Florida community.

In addition, VS Publishing manages content for several tourism coupon books and maps and one visitor magazine. Orlando Today, our visitor publication, is distributed in hotels throughout the Orlando area and is aimed at the area’s visitors. Occasionally, interns may be called on to write for these magazines as needed.

Requirements:

We ask that students work approximately 15 hours a week. You will be writing at least two 700-word stories a month, with a high likelihood of having them published so you must meet your deadlines. Magazine/print journalism students are preferred. College credit is required. This is an un-paid internship and is not recommended for freshmen students. You must have a car with insurance, as you will be doing in-person interviews with sources.

We also absolutely insist our interns have a good sense of humor and have fun while maintaining a positive professional attitude.

Contact:
Tarre Beach

Editor

7517 Currency Dr.

Orlando, FL 32809

tbeach@vspublishing.com
407-649-3040 ext. 134

Please send resume and at least three writing clips to editor to be considered for this internship.

